Tirofiban and eptifibatide treatment of patients presenting with acute coronary syndrome with non-ST segment elevation.
This retrospective study was conducted to determine the usage patterns and tolerability of tirofiban and eptifibatide during the first year of their use. We have assessed the appropriate use of these drugs according to the criteria implemented by the Clinical Institute of Cardiovascular Disease as part of a protocol for treating acute coronary syndrome with non-ST segment elevation. 37 patients received tirofiban and 19 patients received eptifibatide. These patients were at high risk of poor outcomes such as myocardial infarction or death. Tirofiban and eptifibatide were used according to the indication criteria: only one case fell outside them. Dosing, time for drug initiation (from last chest pain) and time of infusion were considered appropriate. Tirofiban was involved in two cases of minor bleeding complications and eptifibatide in one case of thrombocytopenia (80,000 platelets per millimeter). These mild adverse drug reactions were reversible with the early withdrawal of the drugs. This study shows that tirofiban and eptifibatide have been used optimally, with a close adherence to the pre-established protocol. Both drugs have shown a good level of tolerability.